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2025 ELDER OF THE YEAR AWARD NOMINATION FORM
	The Native American Women’s Conference (NAWC) is honored to introduce the inaugural Elder of the Year Award. This recognition celebrates an Indigenous elder woman (age 55+) who has made a lasting impact through leadership, service, and cultural preservation in her community. The honoree will be recognized at the 10th Annual Native American Women’s Conference, November 6–7, 2025, at the We-Ko-Pa Resort in Ft. McDowell, Arizona.
NOMINEE SUBMISSION DEADLINE IS WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2025
	Eligibility Criteria
To be considered for the award, nominees must:
· Identify as female
· Be an active member of a federally recognized tribe
· Be age 55 or older
· Be nominated (or self-nominated) by the deadline
	 Judging Criteria
Nominees will be evaluated on their contributions and impact in the following areas:
· Achievement – Notable personal or professional accomplishments
· Civic Engagement – Dedication to community and cultural service
· Good Samaritan Actions – Courage and compassion in times of need
· Excellence – Integrity, quality of action, and high personal standards
· Leadership – Mentorship, vision, and service
· Service – Selflessness, positivity, and enthusiastic community involvement
· Teaching & Mentoring – Excellence in education and knowledge and opportunity sharing
· Teamwork – Compassionate collaboration and communication
· Contribution – Significant impact on Indigenous groups or communities
· Cultural & Traditional Values – Honoring traditions, leading with ancestral wisdom, and mentoring the next generation




	NOMINEE INFORMATION

	Full Name:
	Tribal Affiliation:


	Date of Birth (must be 55+)

	Title/Position:

	Mailing Address


	City/State/ZIP


	Email Address: 


	Phone Number:


	Has the nominee been informed of this nomination?
· Yes
· No
	Will the nominee be able to attend the 2025 NAWC Conference if selected?
· Yes
· No

	
NOMINATOR INFORMATION

	Nominator Full Name:

	Relationship with Nominee:

	Phone:

	Email:

	NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION


Please attach a one-page narrative (typed or clearly written) describing why this elder deserves to be honored. Include examples that demonstrate the nominee’s impact in the areas of leadership, cultural preservation, community service, mentorship, or advocacy.

	SUPPORTING MATERIALS (OPTIONAL)


You may include up to two additional items such as photos, news clippings, or letters of support that further illustrate the nominee’s contributions.


	SUBMISSION INSTRUCTIONS:


Please submit NOMINATION FORM due by October 1, 2025, by email to: Info@NAWC-AZ.com OR by MAIL to: Native American Women’s Conference, 7942 W. Bell Rd. Ste. #122, Glendale, AZ 82308 (must be postmarked by deadline). For more information or questions please contact Katreena Hayes-Wood at 623-256-3033.
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